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LETTER FROM EGYPT. 

GizEH Museum. — The removal of the national Egyptian Museum from 
its confined limits at Btildq on the east or city-side of the Nile to the un- 
occupied and spacious Khedivial palace at Gizeh on the western bank was 
begun in the early summer of 1889. The task was completed in January 
of the present year, and the Gizeh Museum was then opened to the public. 
It is about three and a half miles from the central quarter of Cairo, iso- 
lated in a vast acreage of partially wooded fields, and immediately sur- 
rounded by artificial gardens, which were admirably laid out, but have 
been much neglected. The transfer of the collection, which includes many 
heavy stones, was effected with comparative ease by laying a portable rail- 
way to and from a service of flat-boats on the river. 

The general classification followed by Professor Maspero is retained. 
Statues, inscribed or painted stones, and many smaller objects are grouped 
as belonging to the Old Empire, to the Middle, or to the New. Tombs, 
coffins, painted mummy-cases, and the royal mummies, constitute a separ- 
ate department, as do ornaments in gold and silver, plate, jewels, and objects 
of high artistic value ; and the collection of objects found at D6r-el-Bahari 
in 1881 is kept apart. A public sales-room provides for the disposal of 
casts, of duplicates, and — to suit all tastes — of " modern antiques," when 
properly asked for. The Museum, however, possesses much that nobody 
may see. A department for monuments of Greek or of Roman origin was 
indeed instituted at Btilaq, though it is not yet open to the public ; but 
there are large collections of coins and astraka, of Egyptian papyri and Kop- 
tic manuscripts, and of Kufic objects, which have never been exhibited, and 
which are quite unavailable to students or other persons who might wish to 
use them. 

No catalogue is in prospect ; nor is labelling of any kind ; and the ex- 
cellent " Guide " for visitors prepared by Professor Maspero cannot now be 
used. It is expected that some change in the management of the Museum 
will soon be made. 

Society for Preserving the Ancient Monuments of Egypt. — 
This Society has offered its funds to increase an appropriation sought from 
the Egyptian Government, upon the condition, however, that certain arch- 
aeologists shall be appointed members of a special local committee. The 
present Commission for Antiquities leaves what it holds to be archaeological 
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questions entirely to the Director of the Museum. The new per capita 
tax upon visitors to the monuments of Upper Egypt, which, between No- 
vember 1888 and June 1889 yielded nearly $5500, has been nearly all 
expended, according to the Director's report, for the preservation of monu- 
ments. The Director is of opinion that with this fund to draw upon fewer 
than ten years will be required to complete the works now contemplated. 
He reports the following improvements ( Contribution des Touristes en 1888- 
1889). 

LUQSOR. — The temple of Amon has been freed from the corroding action 
of the soil which still partly covered it : 18,000 cub. met. were removed. 
Open joints have been closed with cement, and the columns and bases in 
the chief court have been repaired with the help of temporary shoring. In 
a new inscription found here Amenophis III of the xviii dynasty, the sup- 
posed founder of the temple, states that he reconstructed it entire. A table 
of oiferings bearing the name of Usertesen of the xii dynasty had been 
found here in 1888, and now two architraves of Sebekhotep of the xiii 
dynasty have appeared — in further confirmation of that statement. Silver 
plates bearing the bishop's name Bichamon have also been found here. 

MEDINET HABO. — The first temple-court and its surroundings have 
been thoroughly cleared of rubbish, which was undermining the walls. 
A jar of demotic ostraka was found here, also a statue of Amenophis III, 
and the base of some other statue. 

QURNAH. — A broken column in the Ramesseum has been repaired ; 
and protecting doors have been placed before the tomb of Eechmara, and 
before another of the xviii dynasty lately discovered. 

DER-EL-BAHARI. — The clearing of a terrace revealed a number of ap- 
parently very ancient implements, and a number of Koptic inscriptions. 

BIBAN-EL-MOLUK. — The tombs of Eameses VI and of Eameses IX 
have been cleared away and protected with doors. A valuable collection 
was made here of stone fragments left in the tombs and bearing rapidly 
executed fanciful designs not related to the tomb sculptures. 

DER-EL-MEDInET. — The temple has been protected by restoring the 
old enclosure wall ; and at Abydos the smaller temple has been enclosed, 
and the work of excavation begun about the larger temple. 

FAYUM. — Mr. Petrie has finished his excavations in the Faydm, and 
has transmitted sixty-two cases to the Gizeh Museum for inspection. The 
chief result of this season's work has been, he says, the collection of dupli- 
cates of objects previously reported. 

OLD CAIRO. — An extensive Kufic cemetery has been persistently plun- 
dered for many months by a few Arab peasants. The tombs lie just be- 
low the surface, which was lately an unbroken stretch of sand. They are 
rudely opened from the top or at one side in the hope of finding inscribed 
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stones ; and they are at once partially or wholly concealed again by the 
workmen, who knowing the sacrilege which they do to their own Faith, 
make off when anyone approaches. No " unbeliever " may meddle with 
such sites, and it is seldom that one can get a glimpse of the tomb-structure. 
The walls, which are rectangular, seem to be about 35 centim. thick, sur- 
mounted by a low arch — the whole strongly built up of small unburnt 
bricks made apparently of Nile-mud mixed with bits of limestone. The 
inside is whitewashed, and a shallow niche is left at one end, in which per- 
haps the inscribed tablet was placed.' The bodies of the dead were wrap- 
ped in very coarse cloth or matting, and a iew fragments of wood are to 
be seen scattered about. The tablets are commonly 4 to 6 cent, thick : the 
other dimensions vary greatly, the maximum hardly exceeding 60 cent. 
White marble — occasionally mottled or black — is of more frequent occur- 
rence than coarser limestones. The letters are sometimes incised, and some- 
times brought into relief by shallow incisions between them. The style of 
letters varies greatly, being more or less ornamental. A few stones are 
bordered with excellent designs. The inscription consists of the usual for- 
mula of invocation followed by the name and date, which varies from 240 
to 270 of the Hegira. 

The management of the Gizeh Museum have taken no action in the 
matter — except to buy the tablets, of which several hundred have been 
collected. 



The rubbish heaps of Old Cairo have lately been examined by Count 
d'Hulst, in behalf of the British Museum, for what can be learned from 
them about old Arab pottery ; but the results are not yet reported. A 
contract has also just been signed giving to the Egypt Exploration Fund 
for three years the right to excavate the site of Herakleopolis (modern 
Ahnas-el-Medineh), the capital of the ix and x dynasty kings near the 
entrance to the Fayiim — and also its necropolis, the modern Sedment, in 
the border of the desert. The Committee of the Fund was at the last 
moment induced by various considerations not to excavate during the 
present season. 

Farley B. Goddaed. 

Cairo, Egypt, 

March 25, 1890. 



' A statement by one of the fellahin, that the tablets are found lying in a horizontal 
position above and outside of the tombs does not accord with the facts that the tombs 
are commonly broken into, and that no objects of value are found except the tablets. 



